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Optimistic Adviser

‘ SANTO DOMINGO

“This a country in whicn
people see ghosts  where
there are no ghosts .., it

has no democratic tradi-
tions.”

This is an expression of
Sascha Volman, the Roman-
fan-born man-in-a-hurry who
has emerged here as the top
personal adviser to President
Juan Bosch.

It s his way of downplay-
ing the growing influcnce of
communism in the Domini-

" can Republie,

* KX %

“I don't think communism
Is any real problem here,”
the naturalized U.S. citizen
says, relaxing behind his
desk at his office. His head-
quarters are situated In a
light blue, two-story Spanish
style residence Avenida In-
dependencia 145,

The house formerly belong-
ed to the family of the late
Dictator TRafael Leonidasg
Trujillo. After he was assas-
sinated May 30, 1961, it was
occupled for a time by one of
the assassins, Antonio Im-
bert Barrera, (“He took it
away from Trujillo and we
took it away from him" Vol
man comments),

“The basle danger In this
country is the preblem of

By HAL HENDRIX

Minand News Latin Amerlea Editar

HENDRIX

the peasants,” Volman com-
ments, continuing his views
on current topics of interest
in the Dominican Republic.
“If Juan (President Bosch)
can’t solve this problem and
agrarian reform he will have
trouble then. This country is
on the move and if Juan
can’t kecp on top of it he
will be lost.”

Volman also feels strongly
that if President Bosch is
going to steer the Dominican
ship of state properly he can-
not afford to be tagged a
"'lackey of the United States."”

* S %

On the subject of noticabla

Increased activity by the-

Communists in this country,
Volman quickly replies that
whatever number of Com-
munists may be active are
the responsibility of last
year's ruling seven-man
council of state government

and the National Civie Un:-

fon, principal opposition par-

%3

ty against President Bosch's
Dominican Revolution-
ary Party. '

Volman literally bubbles
over with expositions on what
“we" are going to do in the
social revolution to be car-
riecd out in the Dominican
Republic under the Bosch
Administration. The repeated
use of “we” in his commen-
taries leads a visitor to In-
quire show a Romanian by
birth certificate and U. S,
citizen by naturalization proc-
ess can suddenly bocome
a Dominican through the pro-
noun “‘We.”

* Kk ok

He explains,. not too clear-
ly that no matter which
country he might be working
in, he takes an active role in
the political and social de-
‘velopment programs. He not- -
d that for seven years he
served as a member of the
exccutlve committee of the
Dominican Revolution-
ary Party, but has since
resigned,

Volman's prominence in
the Bosch official family first
became easily apparent when
he accompanied Bosch to
Washington on an official vis-
it before the inauguration,
Hig shadow-like attachment
to Bosch during the wvisit
caused some eyebrows to rise
in Washington at the time,
particu’arly among the Latin
American diplomatie colony.
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Vir., Rosch?

Last Of A Series.

, By HAL HENDRIX
Miami News Latin America Editor

SANTO DOMINGO, Domin-
ican Republic — The head of
- the National Civic Union, prin-
cipal political opposition party
here, has called on President
Juan Bosch to declare his posi-
tion clearly on the problem of
communism in the Dominican
Republie “in the shortest pos- i
gibls thoo :

Ia a letter to Bosch, Dr. Vir- :
tzto Fiallo, who lost the pres- . -
{dential election in December, VISIATO FI&LLG

; sald “The Communist peril These Known Frustratious

in our country Is evident and
- it assumes fmpulse from day
_ to day.” -

The communication, dated

- May 14, marked the first time

since Bosch's government was

inaugurated that a prominent

. Dominican political personality

has publicly expressed concern

about the steady growth of Com-

. munist activity here during the
last two months. \

Dr. Fiallo’s letter discreetly
chided Bosch about Communists
recently turning up in key po-
sitions in the country and gov-
ernment, their use of municipal
halls for speech-making and as-
signment of public school cen-
ters for indoctrination.

“These frustrations,” the let-

ter stated, “promote the mis-

! guidance of a people through

other roads that are unknown

to them. It is anguish that

pushes people into false hopes

and the darkmess of Communist
countries.

“You, Mr. President, should
make a siatement in a clear
snd defined manner, not re-
Iating te foreign policy, which
s nof the subject to this para-
grach, but on the confusion
wseiitioned above which s
pushing owr people toward
ideological currents unknown
t5 them.”

Dr. Fiallo sharply rapped the
" Bosch government’s creation of
the Committees for Defcase of
Care as well as the Com-
s for Defense of Forestal
. He called for their abol-
isiiaeat,

"hese two -groups, which re-
‘sponsible observers report are
actually one organization, are
believed to number 17,000 and
are considered to be the founda-
tion for a “people’s militia.”

Dr. Fiallo noted that arming
“defense committees” could re-
vive memories "‘of sorrowful
.days” when the Trujillo dictator-
ship had such terror groups as-
the Riders of the East, the Fire-
flies of the Range and the Pa-
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REPORTS ON DOMINICAN CRISIS:

® EVEN THE POLICE are
baffled by the actions, overt as well
as stealthy, of the Communists in the
Dominican Republic. What is the
government of President Juan Bosch
doing about it? The Miami News’
Pulitzer Prize-winning Latin America
Editor Hal Hendriz e:z:plo'res the dan-
gerous Dominican crisis in this fifth
of @ six-part series,

Approved For Release 2008/12/30 :

Pol
Openly

Iy

1Ce
ot

ANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic — One warm night
last month Manuel Tavarez Justo, busy pro-Communist
leader of the revolutionary June 14 Movement, delivered a two-

hour speech in the city of San Pedro de Macoris.

Tavarez Justo spoka in the hall of the Municipal Palace

of the city.

Local police, puzzled about his
choice of a meeting site, were
astonished to discover that he
was doing it legally, He had
a government permit, issued in
Santo Domingo, to use the mu-
nicipal building.

In the course of his speech,
as reported by the command-
ing police officer to his supe-
riors in the capital, Tavarez
Justo exorted his audience to
support the administratiov of
President Juan Bosch and to
oppose “‘Yankee imperialism.”

The police report stated
that Tavarez Justo declare”
mat his party Is not Com
wist but nationalisd “heez
*r'yexc si 13 to £

But, according to the local
pelice commander, Tavarez Jus-
to added that he. “is a Leninist
beausa that Is the only way
to bring happiness to the peo-
ple.”

Tavarez Justo was quoted as
declaring that he will oppose
“any intent by the present ad-
ministration of not fulfilling the
pledges made before it asst 1-
ed power, risking life if neces.
sary for natlonal liberation.”

POLICE
ALERTED

The police official noted in
his report that about 100 per-
sons attended the meeting and
“everything was conducted in

, normaley.”

About the same time Tavarez
Justo was working in the San
Pedro de Macoris area, nation.
al police headquarters in Santo
Domingo received the following
interoffice memorandum from a
commander in Santiago de los
Caballeros, the country’'s seec-
ond largest city:

“I respectfully inform you
that the notorious Communist
Maximo Yopez Molina, head
of the Dominican Popular
Movement, is loitering in this
city, accompanied by students
and others belonging to the
June 14 Movement and {o the
group that he leads .. .

“Yesterday afterncon . they
were at the headquarters of the
14th of June, giving instruc-
tions and indoctrination on how
to assault military outposts . . .

“We have also been informed

* that from here they will travel

to the city of Puerto Plata, and
we have accordingly notified

‘the police of that city in ad-

vance of hig ar-ival there . . ."”

Another memo from the San-
tiago police fo naticnal lLead-
quarters reported on a rally led
by Lopez Molina in the city's
Colea Park. 1t stoted, inp-rt:

“Followers of said leader and

students from  various public
schools ber-ing banners with
Communist slo"ams and i A03
such as ‘Viva Fidel Casir
‘Nikita Khrushchev' aad ‘LI
mo ILopez Molina.'

“Upon (Lopez Molina's) ar-
rival they marched fre-: Co-
lon Park ot Plaza Valerio, all
of them ecarrying i'Qd aad
black banners and shouting
‘vivas’ to Communist leaders
mentioned above ...

“The crow~ that participated
numbered approximately 3,000
people and 75 per cent were
students.”

The memo noted that several
off'zers and 50 enlisted m.n
remained at all times “in the
area of developments upon ar-
rival of Maximo Lopez Mrlina,
making a display of force to
avert a possible riot.”

AND THEN
THE FIRES

Another inter - departmental

memorandum from police head-
quarters in Barahona t the
capital reported that shortly aft-
er Lopez Molina visited, a rash
of fires broke out in sugar cane
fields in the arca.

These incidents have involved
only two of the more prominent
Communist agents who have
been permitted to roam and

_ speak freely thronghout the Do-
" “minican Republic since the in-

auguration in March of Presi-
dent Juan Bosch, who has es-
tablished a policy of free speech
for all. elements, including the
Commundsts. Bosch has been
praised in . Washington and
Venezuela as “a champion of
democracy.”

. Lopez Molina returned here
from Havana last month and

" was accorded what observers

termed a splendid welcome at

i

VARG
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the airport, Fe has been poli-
ticking aro the counlry
siace his awrival, but has
toned down his past blood-in-
the strect type of harangue
in favor of more pacific poli-
cieg and emphasis on Com-
munist ideology.

Three other well known Do-
minican Communists who were
deported last fall and returned
from Cuba in March and April
now are living in the home of
President Bosch’'s minister of
interior and police, Miguel
Angel Dominguez Guera.

They are Juan Decoudray and
his brother, Felix, both leaders
in the Popular Socialist Party,
and poet Pedro Mir, who tells
Dominican youth “the Cuban
revolution must be the example
for all of Latin America.”

HEAR IT
FIRST . ..

There are known to be a num-
ber of Communist - operatec ra-
dio transmitters here for direct
communication with Havana. It
is believed that, with support of
Dominguez Guera, the Decoud-
ray brothers operate one of the
shortwave sets.

Anti - Communist Dominicans

and other observers here note
that it is not unusual to hear a
report on Radio .Havana about
an event in Santo Domingo be-
fore the report is broadcast
over lecal Dominican stations.

In a recent strike, for in-
stance, one of the negotiators
disclosed that often befor- he
could return to his office he
could hear on Radio Havana
an account of the afternoon
bargaining session.
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Maximo Bernard is another
key Comrmumist who was de-
ported last fall but now is back
in operation here without any
problems,

In his early 20s, Bernard I .1-
dles the peasant farmer affairs
for the June 14 Movement. Con-
sidered to be one of the move-
ment’s brighter young men — as

well as one its most dangerous
— he returned from a visit be-
hind the Iron Curtain just be-
fore Boscr's inanguration. But
his last Western port of call
was Paris,

LABOX
PROCIEM

lan, who has be-,

negotiations.

g an acuve role in labor

Miolan's abilities in the labor ~

field are skilled. Several years
ago he served as sccretary for
Mexico’s Vicente Lombardo To-
ledano, who then was the Com-
munist labor czar for Latin

 America.

It is noteworthy that in the
last two months there has
been an appreciable progress
in developmefit of Commu-
nist cells in various Indus-
trial eomplexes of the coun-
try.

There are reports of cases in
the labor field where the Com-
munists have warned democrat-
ic union members “to play ball
with us now or we’ll bust up
any and all of your strikes.”

Meanwhile, with more than
150 deported Communists now
back in the country and going
about their business of infiltra-
tion, worried high-ranking mili-

- tary officers declare they can-

not understand Bosch’s soft at-
titude on communism here.

WHY NGT
FIGHT NOW?

“He tells the army he doesn't
want to upset the Communists
and make the same mistakes
that Venezuelan President Ro-
mulo Betancourt did,” remark-
ed a bitter colonel.

“That's really a hell of a posi-
tion to take. Obviously, the
Communists are going to make
trouble for us, so why not fight
them here and now?

“The problem's just getting
bigger every day. The day is

" fast approaching when it's one

step from companion to com-

- rade.”

TOMORROW: Another po-
litical party speaks out.




